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(57) ABSTRACT

A drive clutch having a compressible torque transfer mecha-
nism configured to transfer torque from an engine or motor
to a moveable sheave and configured to reduce wear on
components of the drive clutch by eliminating sliding con-
tact between surfaces to transfer torque and change the gear
ratio. The torque transfer mechanism increases efficiency
and reduces wear and may comprise a torque bellows, which
is configured to transfer torque from the engine to the
moveable sheave upon radial compression of the torque
bellows. Sliding blocks and corresponding slide tracks are
concentrically positioned between the moveable sheave and
the shift plate and centrifugal force provides a force for
linear movement for the sliding blocks, which results in
movement of the moveable sheave and the cover, which can
act to compress the torque bellows. This configuration
reduces costs because precise machining is not needed and
reduces premature wear and tear on the drive clutch.
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DRIVE CLUTCH

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Various relatively small motorized vehicles, such
as snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s), tractors, motor
scooters, go-carts and golf carts use an endless belt type
continuously variable transmission (CVT). Variable trans-
missions include a variable-input drive/driving/primary pul-
ley or clutch and an output driven/secondary pulley or
clutch. The drive pulley is connected to the crankshaft of the
engine. The driving pulley is also called the input pulley
because it is where the energy from the engine enters the
transmission. The second pulley is called the driven pulley
because the first pulley turns it. As an output pulley, the
driven pulley transfers energy to the driveshaft of the track
drive. Each pulley is composed of a fixed sheave or pulley
half that is fixed in the axial direction, and a movable sheave
or pulley half, which is movable in the axial direction. A
high strength metal or rubber belt, such as a V-belt, joins the
drive pulley and the driven pulley and rides in the groove
between the two sheaves. When the two sheaves of the
pulley are far apart, the belt rides lower in the groove, and
the radius of the belt loop going around the pulley gets
smaller. When the sheaves are close together, the belt rides
higher in the groove, and the radius of the belt loop going
around the pulley gets larger.

[0002] Thus, the effective radius of both the primary and
the secondary pulley is variable. The ratio of the primary
pulley radius to the secondary pulley radius determines the
ratio of engine rotational speed to the secondary shaft rate of
rotation. When the primary clutch radius is smaller than the
secondary clutch radius, the secondary shaft turns at a rate
that is slower than the engine speed, resulting in a relatively
low vehicle speed. As the ratio of the primary and the
secondary clutch radius approaches 1:1, the secondary shaft
speed will be approximately equal to the engine or crank-
shaft speed. As the primary pulley radius becomes greater
than the radius of the secondary clutch, an overdrive con-
dition exists in which the secondary shaft turns at a greater
rate than the engine crankshaft. CV1T’s may use hydraulic
pressure, centrifugal force or spring pressure to create the
force necessary to adjust the pulley halves.

[0003] When one pulley increases its radius, the other
decreases its radius to keep the belt tight. As the two pulleys
change their radii relative to one another, they create an
infinite number of gear ratios—from low to high and every-
thing in between. For example, when the pitch radius is
small on the driving pulley and large on the driven pulley,
then the rotational speed of the driven pulley decreases,
resulting in a lower gear. When the pitch radius is large on
the driving pulley and small on the driven pulley, then the
rotational speed of the driven pulley increases, resulting in
a higher gear. Thus, in theory, a CVT has an infinite number
of gears through which it can run at any time, at any engine
speed or at any vehicle speed.

[0004] These variable transmissions are equipped with a
speed or revolution per minute (RPM) responsive mecha-
nism associated with the drive pulley and a torque respon-
sive mechanism associated with the driven pulley. There-
fore, the drive pulley and the driven pulley continuously
vary the shift ratio in relation to the drive speed and the
driven torque.

[0005] The primary clutch is connected to the power
source and in theory has the job of maintaining the engine’s
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RPM at a value where the most power is being produced by
the engine. The primary clutch may also control engagement
and disengagement of the engine from the load in order to
stop and start vehicle movement. In the case of a snowmo-
bile, the secondary or driven clutch is connected to the load
through a jackshaft, gears, chain and track and functions to
change the ratio of the two clutches as the load varies. This
function is performed by a torque sensing helix or the like,
which is typically considered part of the secondary clutch.
[0006] Prior art clutches are typically of the cam arm and
roller type or comprises a sliding block. The cam arm and
roller type clutches are prone to premature wear of the cam
arm and the roller, which results in earlier and more frequent
replacement. The calibration of force on the belt can also
produce excessive belt heat, which results in belt failure.

[0007] With respect to the sliding block type of clutch,
these types of clutches have calibration characteristics that
prevent the clutch from producing desired performance. As
both types of clutches used today have varying functional
limitations, calibrating a clutch for desired performance
often results in undesired inherited clutch characteristics.

[0008] Drive clutch systems of the prior art lack durability
due to wear and tear caused by radial movement from the
engine. Engines develop instantaneous RPM changes during
operation and produce torsional vibration and varying
inputs. Radial movement, which for purposes of this disclo-
sure, comprises torsional vibration, instantaneous RPM and
varying input, causes roller wear and surface deterioration of
the cam arms as the result of the arms moving across the
direction of support of the cam arm bearing and the roller
bearing. Prior art methods of minimizing this wear including
improving machining tolerance, precision improvements to
assembly practices and using higher quality material, all of
which increase the costs associated with the clutch device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] An aspect of the present disclosure relates to a
drive clutch having a torque transfer mechanism between the
engine and the moveable sheave configured to reduce wear
on components of the drive clutch by eliminating the sliding
contact between a moveable sheave and a drive shaft mem-
ber. The torque transfer mechanism for increasing efficiency
and reducing wear may comprise a torque bellows, which is
configured to more efficiently transfer torque from the
engine to the moveable sheave upon radial compression of
the torque bellows, by being attached to the stationary shaft
and the moveable sheave through a cover. Sliding blocks and
corresponding slide tracks are concentrically positioned
between the moveable sheave and the shift plate and cen-
trifugal force provides a force for linear movement for the
sliding blocks, which results in axial movement of the
moveable sheave, which can act to compress the torque
bellows and to move the moveable sheave axially as well as
radially. This configuration reduces costs because precise
machining is not needed and reduces premature wear and
tear on the drive clutch.

[0010] Another aspect of the present disclosure relates to
monitoring and controlling the pressure of a fluid or air
sealed in a cavity between the cover and the torque bellows.
The torque bellows may be sealed to the cover by a sealing
mechanism and the torque bellows is axially compressible
along a shaft of the drive clutch. The cavity formed by the
shape of the torque bellows may be filled with fluid or air.
Compression of the torque bellows, resulting from axial
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movement of the drive clutch components during operating,
thus changes the fluid or air pressure within the cavity. When
the cavity is filled with a fluid or air and sealed, the pressure
can be gauged and monitored and changes to pressure and
volume can be made to adjust functional parameters of the
drive clutch.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a drive clutch
according to the present disclosure.

[0012] FIG. 2 is an alternative exploded view of the drive
clutch.
[0013] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional side-view of the drive

clutch assembled.

[0014] FIG. 4 is side perspective view of a slide block of
the drive clutch.

[0015] FIG.5A s a bottom view of a torque bellows of the
drive clutch.

[0016] FIG. 5B is a top view of the torque bellows of the
drive clutch.

[0017] FIG. 5C is a side perspective view of the torque
bellows of the drive clutch.

[0018] FIG. 5D is a bottom perspective view of the torque
bellows of the drive clutch.

[0019] FIG. 6A-B are perspective views of the torque
bellows when compressed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

[0020] The present disclosure is directed to a clutch
assembly for belt-type continuously variable transmissions
(CVT) which are used in relatively small motorized
vehicles, such as snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s),
tractors, motor scooters, go-carts and golf carts. The clutch
assembly of the present disclosure is configured to more
effectively transfer torque from an engine to a moveable
sheave of the clutch assembly. In one embodiment of the
present disclosure, the clutch assembly incorporates a torque
bellows. The torque bellows is compressible and compres-
sion of the torque bellows results from the transfer of torque
from the engine to the moveable sheave. This disclosure is
further directed to a method of controlling the forces gen-
erated by shift blocks by incorporating a control mechanism.
The control mechanism may comprise a control device such
as a modulator. It is further contemplated that an interface of
the control device can be operable with various smart
systems (electronics) of the engine and motorized vehicles
including other electronic devices.

[0021] FIG. 1 is an exploded view of an embodiment of
the drive clutch 10 of the present disclosure. In one example
of the clutch 10, a shaft 20 carries a frusto-conical movable
sheave 12 and a frusto-conical axially fixed sheave 14.
Movable sheave 12 includes a belt surface 16 and the fixed
sheave 14 includes belt surface 18. A V-belt 19 rides
between belt surfaces 16, 18. During operation of a snow-
mobile or other vehicle, as power is applied to the engine,
throw weights or sliding blocks 22, which are integral to the
drive clutch 10 act to squeeze the sheaves 12, 14 toward each
other. The squeezing of the sheaves 12, 14 of the drive clutch
10 in turn move the V-belt outwardly toward the exterior
circumference of the sheaves 12, 14 of the drive clutch 10.
The movement of the V-belt 19 outwardly relative to the
drive clutch 10 sheaves 12, 14 in turn causes the V-belt 19
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to be drawn inwardly relative to the sheaves of the driven or
secondary clutch. The sheaves of the driven or secondary
clutch then separate. The separation of the driven sheaves in
turn changes a gear ratio of the snowmobile.

[0022] The following description is in particular to the
operation of drive clutch 10, which is mounted to the engine
by shaft 20. The taper of the shaft 20 corresponds to the
engine’s taper shape and transmits engine power to the
clutch 10. As the engine RPM increases, sliding blocks 22
are incorporated to produce the force against the shift plate
26. The amount of force required to produce shifting action
is tuned or calibrated to be exact, however embodiments of
the present disclosure produces additional force, or a force
greater than is required for shifting. This force is resisted
which allows a control device, for example, a modulator, to
be used to produce the selected shifting action as will be
discussed further below.

[0023] This force overcomes the resistance of a return
spring 28 and applies an axial force that moves the movable
sheave 12 against the drive belt, which rides between belt
surfaces 16 and 18, toward fixed sheave 14 and starts the
shift function. Thus, torque is transferred from the engine to
the shaft 20 such that the torque transfer path is through the
shaft 20, to the shift plate 26, to the torque bellows 24, to the
cover 31, and back to the movable sheave 12. The force
applied to the belt is generated by the shift blocks 22 which
slide between inclined shift ramps 23 and the shift plate 20,
where the return spring 28 acts against this applied force.
Spring resistance sets the engagement force and RPM. The
spring 28 also generates a subtractive force on the belt.
Typically, the force needed for a required shift pattern is a
balance of the weight of the cam arm or shift block and the
spring. Embodiments of the present disclosure can advan-
tageously utilize this force when the torque bellows 24 is
attached to the sheave 12 and the torque bellows is unsealed,
that is in embodiments where no o-ring 32 is present to seal
the connection of torque bellows 24 to the shaft 20 extending
through the aperture and along which the torque bellows is
axially compressible.

[0024] The shaft 20 supports the torque bellows 24, which
is a torque transfer mechanism and may be positioned such
that a cover plate 31 may be positioned to selectively seal off
an open space or internal cavity 25 of the torque bellows 24.
Alternatively, the torque bellows may remain unsealed. The
cover plate 31 may comprise, for example, a metal material
or a manufactured plastic material. Further, a spring 28 may
be positioned on the shaft 20 between the shift plate 26 and
the torque bellows 24 for a counter force for compressing the
torque bellows 24.

[0025] As illustrated in FIGS. 1-2, the torque bellows 24
is positioned on the shaft between the shift plate 26 and
cover plate 31. A clamp 37 is positioned between the cover
plate 31 and the torque bellows 24 to clamp the torque
bellows 24 to the shift plate 26, which is secured in the drive
clutch around the shaft 20. The clamp 37, which may be for
example, a washer, is configured to engage with the shift
plate 26 at collar 264 and the spring 28 is positioned within
this collar 264 and in connection with the torque bellows 24.
Spacer 32 may or may not be incorporated into the drive
clutch 10, however as illustrated, spacer 32 is configured to
allow for adjustment of the load of the spring 28, which sets
an engagement point. The torque bellows 24 is attached to
the sheave 12 in a manner that allows the parts to be radially
movable. For example, the torque bellows 24 has an aperture
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24a generally centered in the concave outer surface near
allowing the torque bellows 24 to be secured around the
shaft 20.

[0026] Thus, the torque bellows 24 is configured to more
effectively transfer torque from the engine to the movable
sheave 12 and is a component that is flexible in an axial
direction while being rigid in a radial direction. The torque
bellows 24 is compressed as a result of torque transfer and
this compression can be externally modulated. The torque
bellows 24 and spring 28 may each change the pressure and
volume within the cavity 25 and thus change the effect of the
spring rate. For example, the sealed torque bellows 24 has a
volume and pressure that can be adjusted by a controller or
the modulator, and this adjustment allows the spring rate to
be adjusted by, for example, 50 lbs.

[0027] In the embodiment illustrated and as shown in
FIGS. 5A to 6B, the torque bellows 24 is a concave
component having an outer diameter substantially equal to
or slightly less than the diameter of the cover 31. While
embodiments of the present disclosure illustrate the torque
bellows 24, other designs that effectively transfer torque
while eliminating the surface contact between the moveable
sheave 12 and the shift plate 20 can be incorporated. The
torque bellows 24 is generally “bowl shaped” and comprises
a resilient material that allows the torque bellow to be axially
compressible and radially fixed. In the embodiment illus-
trated, the torque bellows 24 is comprised of rubber which
allows the bellows to be sufficiently sturdy and to withstand
internal pressure changes in the concave area when sealed
and remain resilient when pressure is applied to compress
the torque bellow and released to allow the torque bellows
24 to return to its standard shape.

[0028] The movable sheave 12 is axially moveable and is
moveable against the return spring 28 in one direction. This
movement results in compression of the torque bellows 24
in one direction. An outer side or surface of the torque
bellows 24 is attached to the cover 31, which acts to
selectively seal torque bellow cavity 25 and this plate 31
may also act as a clamping mechanism. The drive clutch 10
may operate with a sealed cavity 25 or an unsealed cavity 25.
[0029] As illustrated in the figures, the cavity 25, which is
an inner area or concave part of torque bellows 24 may be
sealed or unsealed. The volume of the cavity 25 is changed
as the torque bellows 24 is compressed. When unsealed, the
torque bellows 24 operates to balance the force of weights,
which move the moveable sheave, with the spring force at
the same time torque is transferred from the engine to the
movable sheave. When sealed, the volume and pressure
inside the cavity 25 can be externally modulated.

[0030] As the torque bellows 24 and the cover 31 may be
positioned to seal the cavity 25, forming an interior area
where pressure can be adjusted by connection to an external
source of pressure or a relief valve for controlling the
pressure in the interior are. Altering this pressuring causes
the shift pattern to be selectively changed as a function of the
control mechanism. For example, the pressure can be varied
by engine vacuum and modulated by the electronic controls
of the engine.

[0031] The return spring 28 configuration is a steel com-
pression spring in contact with the torque bellows 24 at or
near aperture 24a. The return spring 28 aids with external
modulation of the shift rate and as the torque bellows 24 is
compressed and the spring force is resisted, the volume of
the torque bellows can be modulated. For example, intro-
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ducing a vacuum effectively decreases the spring force in a
sealed cavity 25. The modulation may be generated by
increasing or decreasing the pressure within the torque
bellows 24 by means of air or fluid, where for example, the
volume can be changed within the interior 25. A valve may
be provided to control internal pressure. An example of a
suitable valve is a solenoid whose operation is controlled by
the electronic control unit (or “ECU”) of the engine. This
control unit may, in some examples, comprise a modulator.
Another electrical method of modulation uses a piezoelectric
device embedded on the surface of the torque bellows 24.

[0032] The torque produced by the engine is transmitted to
the moveable sheave 12, however the torque bellows 24 and
spring 28, which compress and decompress when the move-
able sheave 12 is displaced by outward and inward move-
ment of weights or sliding blocks as discussed further below,
the torque transfer mechanism allows for more efficient
torque transter from the engine to the moveable sheave and
a reduction in wear and tear on the drive clutch parts. The
assembly reduces the contacting of sliding radial surfaces,
which allows for a reduction in clutch failures and in clutch
function related to slip and stick malfunctions. As the torque
bellows eliminates this sliding contact between two surfaces
to transfer torque, the associated effects of radial movement
between the sliding surfaces are reduced or eliminated. The
drive clutch is further configured with the torque bellows
such that torsional vibrations due to instantaneous RPM
changes during operation and the noise associated therewith
are reduced.

[0033] In further detail, sliding blocks 22 and outwardly
inclined surfaces provide a track or ramp 23 for each sliding
block and limiting the distance the sliding blocks can move
outwardly and inwardly with respect to the shaft 20 are
incorporated. Such a configuration is only a single repre-
sentative embodiment of the invention. In alternative
embodiments, cam arm and cam ball assemblies may be
used or other methods of distributing the force can be
incorporated. An odd number of sliding blocks may be used
to contribute to rotational stability. A concentric and evenly
spaced arrangement of sliding blocks 22 around the shaft 20
allows balance and efficiency to be maintained within the
drive clutch 10 assembly. In prior art drive clutches, tor-
sional vibrations exist when in operation and effect the
rollers and the cam arm. These vibrations cause cam arm
wear and failure. Embodiments of the present disclosure
may incorporate the sliding blocks 22 and corresponding
ramps 23 for sliding block centrifugal movement which
allows the relative movement of the components as shifting
is accomplished with these sliding blocks acting against a
surface with no index preference.

[0034] As discussed previously above, the force moves the
sheave 12, moving the movable sheave 12 with respect to
the stationary sheave 14, the clutch begins shifting and the
torque bellows 24 is axially compressed or collapsed. When
the torque bellows 24 is sealed, the fluid or air in the cavity
25 of the torque bellows 24 will also compress and the
pressure will be increased in concave area 25 of the torque
bellows 24 as sealed against the cover plate 31. This pressure
can be gauged with for example, a pressure sensor (not
shown) in communication with the control device or modu-
lator by a flexible hose connection which also allows for
fluid or air volume control. The modulator can be configured
to change the volume of the liquid and/or the pressure in the
torque bellows in response to readings from the sensor.
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Changing the volume allows the rate of the shift pattern to
be selectively changed and changing the pressure in the
torque bellows 24 allows the operating RPM of the engine
to be changed. When an electric motor or similar device is
attached to the modulator, the modulator can be controlled
electronically.

[0035] An outer cover 30 encloses the drive clutch and
covers the torque bellows 24 and interior parts up to the
movable shave by being configured to slide over and around
the drive clutch components positioned on the shaft 20. The
cover 30 is positioned such that bolts or another securing
mechanism may be utilized to secure the cover 30 to the
moveable sheave which may include a cover bushing 34 and
can be used to seal of and enclose the drive clutch by
including seals 36 on the ends, such as o-rings.

[0036] Although the present invention has been described
with reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled in
the art will recognize that changes may be made in form and
detail without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention.

1. A method of efficiently transferring torque for shifting
at least one gear with a drive clutch mechanism, the method
comprising:
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providing a drive clutch assembly comprising an axially

compressible torque transfer mechanism;

applying torque to a shaft component of the drive clutch

and connected to the torque transfer mechanism by
running a motor operably connected to the drive clutch;
initiating shifting of a gear of the drive clutch; and
axially compressing and radially loading the torque trans-
fer mechanism to transfer torque from the engine to a
moveable sheave of the drive clutch.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the torque transfer
mechanism comprises a substantially semi-spherical hous-
ing having a substantially open interior providing an open
space and a substantially flat cover configured to be securely
attached to an open end of the semi-spherical housing and to
seal off the open space.

3. The method of claim 2, and providing a cover for the
torque transfer mechanism configured to selectively seal an
interior cavity of the torque transfer mechanism.

4. The method of claim 3, and further comprising selec-
tively adjusting pressure within the sealed off interior cavity
of the torque transfer mechanism for selectively controlling
drive clutch performance.
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