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(7) ABSTRACT

To provide a structure for stably supporting an engine in
which front and rear portions of the engine are elastically
supported. A drive pulley of a V-belt type transmission is
mounted on an end portion of a crank shaft of the engine. A
driven pulley of the V-belt type transmission is mounted to
an input shaft of a gear box. The engine and the gear box are
separately supported on the body side. A crank case of the
engine is supported on the body side through a front side
elastic mount and a rear side elastic mount disposed at front
and rear portions. A ring bushing is fitted in a front side body
mounting portion provided on a front portion of the crank
case, and a mount rubber is fitted in a rear side body
mounting portion. The front side elastic mount of the front
side body mounting portion is higher in hardness than the
rear side elastic mount of the rear side body mounting
portion.

11 Claims, 14 Drawing Sheets
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ENGINE SUPPORTING DEVICE FOR A
VEHICLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an engine supporting
device for a vehicle such as a snowmobile or the like.

2. Description of Background Art

Japanese Patent Publication No. Sho 61-27202 discloses
a snowmobile in which front and rear portions of an engine
are mounted to a vehicular body through rubber members; a
reduction gear case is supported on the vehicular body
separately from the engine; and power is transmitted from
the engine to the reduction gear through a V-belt type
transmission. Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Sho
61-295129 discloses a structure in which an engine includ-
ing a power transmission system similar to that described
above is connected to a reduction gear case through a
damper. Japanese Patent Publication No. Hei 5-17048 dis-
closed a structure in which a power transmission system
similar to that described above is used and an engine is
connected to a reduction gear case through a link mecha-
nism.

Incidentally, in cases similar to the above-described struc-
tures where an engine having an output shaft provided with
adrive pulley and a reduction gear case having an input shaft
provided with a driven pulley are separately supported on a
vehicular body and a belt is wound around the drive pulley
and the driven pulley, vibration is applied from the driven
pulley to the engine against a drive force applied from the
drive pulley side to the driven pulley.

On the other hand, it is known that an engine may be
supported on a vehicular body through elastic members
positioned at least at two points on front and rear sides of a
crank case. However, if the elastically supporting structure
is used for the above-described power transmission system,
the elastic members at the front and rear mounting portions
are deformable at random, and accordingly, the engine may
be, at each mounting portion, turned around a mounting
shaft of the elastic member and/or moved in the direction
perpendicular to the mounting shaft, for example, in the
longitudinal direction.

To be more specific, each mounting portion functions as
a supporting point around which the engine is turned due to
vibration of the engine, and also functions to move the
engine in the direction perpendicular to the mounting shaft.
As a result, vibration of the entire engine becomes larger,
and thereby a distance between the drive pulley and the
driven pulley tends to vary.

Accordingly, in the structure disclosed in Japanese Patent
Publication No. Sho 61-27202 or Japanese Patent Laid-open
No. Sho 61-295129, vibration of the engine cannot be
suppressed, which may exert an adverse effect on accesso-
ries. Further, the configuration disclosed in the Japanese
Patent Publication No. Hei 5-17048 can solve such a prob-
lem. However, it requires a high level technique in terms of
the setting of a link mounting angle or the like.

SUMMARY AND OBJECTS OF THE
INVENTION

To solve the above problem, according to the present
invention, there is provided an engine supporting device for
a vehicle in which an engine and a gear box containing a
reduction gear train are separately formed and separately
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supported on a vehicular body. A drive pulley of a V-belt
type transmission is provided on an output shaft of the
engine and a driven pulley of the V-belt type transmission is
provided on an input shaft of the gear box. A V-belt is wound
around the drive pulley and the driven pulley. The engine
supporting device includes two mounting portions supported
by the vehicular body, which are provided on a crank case
of the engine on front and rear sides of the drive pulley in
such a manner that the drive pulley is put between the
mounting portions wherein one of the front and rear mount-
ing portions mainly functions as a supporting point around
which the engine is turned due to a drive reaction force of
the V-belt type transmission. The other of the front and rear
mounting portions is mounted on the vehicular body by a
mounting shaft through an elastic member and mainly
functions as a member for absorbing the vibration of the
engine by deformation of the elastic member.

In the above engine supporting device, preferably, the
front and rear mounting portions are mounted on the vehicu-
lar body through front and rear elastic members respectively.
One of the front and rear elastic members is higher in
hardness than the other of the front and rear elastic members,
or either of the front and rear elastic members is formed of
a ring bush.

Further, in the above engine supporting device,
preferably, the mounting portion mainly functions as a
supporting point around which the engine is turned is
connected to the vehicular body through a tension rod, or is
connected to the vehicular body through a mounting shaft
and a collar or bearing turnably supporting the mounting
shaft.

Since either of the front and rear mounting portions
mainly functions as a supporting point around which the
engine is turned, when the engine is applied with a drive
reaction force of the V-belt type transmission, the movement
of the engine in the longitudinal direction of the body is
restricted because the supporting point around which the
engine is turned substantially lies on the extension of a belt
line. In the other mounting portion, the elastic member is
elastically deformed to move the engine in the direction
perpendicular to the mounting shaft, to thus absorb vibration
of the engine.

In this way, the main functions for suppressing vibration
of the engine can be differently distributed to the front and
rear mounting portions by a relatively simple structure, as a
result of which the movement of the entire engine due to
vibration of the engine can be suppressed and thereby a
change in distance between the drive pulley and the drive
pulley can be reduced.

Since vibration of the engine can be thus suppressed,
vibration transmitted to accessories can also be reduced, to
thereby enhance the durability and improve the riding com-
fort. Such an engine supporting structure can be provided
without necessity of any special high level technique.

In the case where the front and rear mounting portions are
connected to the vehicular body through the front and rear
elastic members, if the hardness of the front and rear elastic
members are different from each other, the mounting portion
using the harder elastic member mainly functions as a
supporting point around which the engine is turned, and the
other mounting portion mainly functions to absorb vibration
of the engine with the elastic member of the mounting
portion being relatively largely moved in the direction
perpendicular to the mounting shaft. Further, the functions
can be distributed to the front and rear mounting portions
with an extremely simply structure in which the hardness of
the elastic members are made different from each other.
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In the case where the front and rear mounting portions are
connected to the vehicular body through the front and rear
elastic members, if one of the elastic members is formed of
the ring bush, the ring bushing is liable to mainly function
as a supporting point around which the engine is turned
because the ring bushing is, in general, elastically harder.
Accordingly, the functions can be simply distributed to the
front and rear mounting portions only by changing the form
of the elastic members.

In the case where one mounting portion is connected to
the vehicular body through the tension rod, the tension rod
allows the engine to be turned and to be restricted in its the
longitudinal movement due to vibration of the engine, and
the other mounting portion can absorb vibration of the
engine by elastic deformation of the elastic member.

Further, in the case where one mounting portion is con-
nected to the vehicular body not through the elastic member
but through the mounting shaft and the collar or bearing for
turnably supporting the mounting shaft, the mounting shaft
of the mounting portion acts as the center of the turning of
the engine and thereby the position of the turning center of
the engine can be kept constant, and the other mounting
portion can absorb vibration of the engine by elastic defor-
mation of the elastic member.

Further scope of applicability of the present invention will
become apparent from the detailed description given here-
inafter. However, it should be understood that the detailed
description and specific examples, while indicating pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention, are given by way of
illustration only, since various changes and modifications
within the spirit and scope of the invention will become
apparent to those skilled in the art from this detailed descrip-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will become more fully understood
from the detailed description given hereinbelow and the
accompanying drawings which are given by way of illus-
tration only, and thus are not limitative of the present
invention, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a side view of a snowmobile;

FIG. 2 is a side view of the snowmobile in a state in which
a body cover is removed,

FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view in development of a
drive/power transmission system;

FIG. 4 is a left side view of the drive/power transmission
system,

FIG. 5 is a right side view of the drive/power transmission
system,

FIG. 6 is a sectional plan view of an engine portion;

FIG. 7 is a sectional view of a driven pulley and a final
reduction gear portion;

FIG. 8 is a sectional view showing a supporting structure
of a drive shaft;

FIG. 9 is a left side view, similar to FIG. 4, of essential
portions of another embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a right side view, similar to FIG. 4, of the
embodiment shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a sectional view of a front side body mounting
portion in the embodiment shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a view, seen from the right side of a crank case,
of the front side body mounting portion;

FIG. 13 is a schematic plan view showing an arrangement
relationship of a tension rod in the front side body mounting
portion shown in FIG. 12; and

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

FIGS. 14(a) and 14(b) are views, similar to FIG. 13,
showing a further embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

A schematic structure of the entire snowmobile will be
first described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2. The snow-
mobile includes a front body thereof having a steering ski 1
supported by a telescopic type erecting front suspension 2,
and at a rear body thereof a track device 3 driven by an
engine (described later).

A floor 4 is provided over the track device 3. A driver
stands on the floor 4 and operates a handlebar S. The floor
4 is formed into an approximately reversed U-shape in
transverse cross section. Right and left side surfaces of the
floor 4 are taken as erected walls.

Abody cover 6 for covering a body includes a front cover
7, side covers 8, and a rear cover 9. The front cover 7 covers
a portion extending rearward over an engine room at the
front body. The side covers 8 cover portions of the body on
both sides of the front cover 7. The rear cover 9 extends
longer rearwardly from the side covers 8 along right and left
sides of the floor 4 and covers side portions of a driver’s
space over the floor 4.

As will be apparent from FIG. 2, a head pipe 10 is
provided at the front body and the front suspension 2 is
fixedly surrounded by the head pipe 10. An inner tube 11 of
the front suspension 2 extends obliquely in the vertical
direction with a lower end portion thereof turnably sup-
ported by an outer tube 12.

Ahandle boss 13 is mounted around an outer periphery of
an upper end portion of the inner tube 11 in such a manner
as to be turnable with the inner tube 11 taken as a pivot and
to be axially fixed. The handle boss 13 is connected to the
upper end portion of the outer tube 12 with a suspension link
14.

The suspension link 14 is extensible by vertical move-
ment of the outer tube 12. An intermediate portion of the
suspension link 14 projects in a state being bent forwardly
so as to sufficiently ensure a chamber space (described later)
surrounded by a portion of the body cover 6 positioned in
front of the head pipe 10.

A lower end portion of a handle post 15 is connected to
a top portion of the handle boss 13 in such a manner as to
be vertically rockable through a handle post pivot 16. A
handle link 18 composed of a damper is mounted between
a link stay 17 and a portion of the handle post 15 near the
handlebar 5. The link stay 17 integrally extends obliquely
upwardly and rearwardly from the top portion of the handle
boss 13.

These front suspension 2, head pipe 10, and handle boss
13 form a steering shaft of the steering ski 1. The handle post
pivot 16 is positioned between a rear end portion of the
steering ski 1 and a front end portion of the track device 3.

A pair of right and left main frames 20 extend obliquely
downwardly and rearwardly from the head pipe 10. Each
main frame 20 has a down-tube 21 and a pivot plate 22. The
down-tube 21 extends obliquely forwardly and downwardly
from a portion of the main frame 20 near the head pipe 10,
and the pivot plate 22 extends downwardly from a rear
portion of the main frame 20.

A water-cooled type two-cycle/single-cylinder engine 25
is supported on the down-tubes 21 and the pivot plates 22
through a front side elastic mount 23 and a rear side elastic
mount 24. A cylinder portion 26 of the engine 25 is posi-
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tioned between the right and left main frames 20, and the
center of the engine 25 is positioned at approximately a
central portion of the body.

A water pump 28 and an oil pump 29 are provided on a
lower portion of a crank case 27 constituting the engine 25.
The water pump 28 is used to supply cooling water from a
heat exchanger 30 contained in a ceiling portion of the floor
4 into the cylinder portion 26.

The hot water from the cylinder portion 26 is fed to the
heat exchanger 30 to be effectively cooled, and is then
returned into the water pump 28. A water inlet 31 of the heat
exchanger 30 is provided sidewardly of the head pipe 10.

The heat exchanger 30, which has a width nearly equal to
a width of the ceiling portion of the floor 4, has a wide
surface area. Also, the heat exchanger 30 is superimposed on
the ceiling portion of the floor 4 in the vertical direction to
mutually increase the rigidity of the heat exchanger 30 and
the floor 4.

The oil pump 29 is connected to an oil tank 33 supported
on an upper front portion of the floor 4 together with a
battery 32. The work for maintenance of the battery 32 and
the oil tank 33 can be performed by opening a lid 34 formed
to a partitioning wall 7a which longitudinally partitions the
driver’s space over the floor 4 from the engine room in front
of the driver space.

The partitioning wall 7a is formed of a portion of the front
cover 7 which extends around to a back surface of a fuel tank
35 while covering an upper surface of the fuel tank 35. The
fuel tank 35 is positioned in front of the battery 32 and the
oil tank 33 and is supported on the main frames 20. A tank
cap 36 is provided on the fuel tank 35.

An exhaust chamber 37 extends forward from an exhaust
port of the engine 25, and is arranged in the chamber space
surrounded by the body cover 6 positioned in front of the
engine 25. In the chamber space, the exhaust chamber 37
extends in the form of an approximately semi-circular shape
in a plan view along the inner surface of the body cover 6.
A silencer 38 connected to the exhaust chamber 37 is
disposed along the upper side of the exhaust chamber 37.
The piping of the exhaust system thus meanders in approxi-
mately a two-stage manner. The exhaust gas is finally
exhausted downwardly toward the front side of the engine
25 from a tail pipe 39.

A drive output of the engine 25 is transmitted through a
V-belt type transmission 40 to a gear box 41 containing a
final reduction gear mechanism. The gear box 41 is sup-
ported on the main frames 20 and the pivot plates 22 and is
adapted to finally reduce the drive force transmitted from the
V-belt type transmission 40 and to rotate a drive shaft 42.

Drive wheels 42a are integrally supported by the drive
shaft 42, and are rotated integrally with the drive shaft 42.
Outer peripheral portions of the drive wheels 42a are
meshed with irregularities formed on the inner surface of a
track belt 43 for driving the track belt 43.

With respect to the drive shaft 42, the left end portion is
supported by the pivot plate 22 and the right end portion is
supported by the gear box 41. Front end portions of a pair
of right and left rear arms 44 extending obliquely down-
wardly and rearwardly are turnably supported around both
the end portions of the drive shaft 42.

Both rear end portions of the rear arms 44 are connected
to front end portions of right and left side rails 47 extending
in parallel to each other through an idle shaft 46 of an idle
wheel 45.

Shaft position adjusting plates 50 for supporting the idle
shaft 49 of the idle wheel 48 are supported by both rear end
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portions of the side rails 47 in such a manner as to be
movable fore and aft. A lower end portion of a rear link 51
disposed in parallel to the rear arm 44 is connected to each
shaft position adjusting plate 50 through a connecting mem-
ber 51a.

An upper end portion of the rear link 51 is rotatably
mounted to a stay 52 projecting downwardly from a side
surface of the floor 4 through an idle shaft 53. A track belt
43 is wound around the idle wheels 54 supported by the idle
shaft 53, additional idle wheels 46 and 48, and the drive
wheels 42a supported by the drive shaft 42, to constitute the
track device 3.

The track device 3 forms a parallelogram link formed of
the floor 4, rear arms 44, side rails 47, and rear links 51. A
cross-plate 55 is formed between intermediate portions of
the right and left side rails 47, and both a damper 56 and a
suspension spring 57, which constitute a rear suspension,
extending obliquely and vertically from the cross-plate 55 in
such a manner as to be widen toward the upper side in a side
view.

An upper end portion of the damper 56 is supported by a
cross-pipe 58 supported between right and left extensions
22a extending rearwardly in the floor 4 from rear portions of
the pivot plates 22. An upper end portion of the suspension
spring 57 is supported by a spring holder 59 turnably
supported by the idle shaft 53. The spring holder 59 is
supported by a rear end portion of a spring holder rod 59a.
The spring holder rod 59a extends rearwardly with its front
end co-fastened with an upper end portion of the damper 56.

Next, a detailed structure of the drive/power transmission
system will be described with reference to FIGS. 3 to 8. The
drive/power transmission system is constituted of the engine
25, V-belt type transmission 40 and gear box 41, which are
disposed in an approximately N-shape (see FIG. 5). As will
be apparent from FIG. 4, the engine 25 is a two cycle engine
in which air is sucked from a carburetor 19 into a crank case
27 and is preliminarily compressed in the crank case 27.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic configuration of the drive/
power transmission system. Referring to FIG. 3, one end of
a crank shaft 60 of the engine 25 is mounted with an ACG
61 and the other end thereof extends outwardly from the
crank case 27. A drive pulley 62 constituting the known
V-belt type transmission 40 is mounted on the extension of
the crank shaft 60.

In the V-belt type transmission 40, a V-belt 63 is wound
around the drive pulley 62 and a driven pulley 64 disposed
rearwardly and upwardly of the drive pulley 62 (see FIGS.
3 and 5), to perform a primary continuous variable trans-
mission of a rotational output of the crank shaft 60 on the
gear box 41 side.

With respect to arrangement of the parts constituting the
drive/power transmission system, the gear box 41 is dis-
posed to the right in the width direction of the body from the
drive pulley 62 of the V-belt type transmission 40 and also
to the right from the main frames 20. The engine 25 and the
V-belt type transmission 40 are disposed inside the right and
left main frames 20. More specifically, the V-belt type
transmission 40 is held between the gear box 41 and the
engine 25.

The gear box 41 includes a case composed of right and
left halves 41b and 41a. A biaxial in-line type gear train
composed of an input gear 65, an idle gear 66 and a final gear
67 is contained in the case. An input shaft 68 mounted with
the input gear 65 extends outwardly from the gear box 41
and the drive pulley 64 is mounted on the extension of the
input shaft 68.
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An idle shaft 69 mounted with the idle gear 66 extends
outwardly from the gear box 41 opposite to the input shaft
68, and a brake disk 70 is mounted to the extension of the
idle shaft 69. The brake disk 70 is braked by a brake caliper
70a provided on the half case 415 of the gear box 41 (see
FIG. 5).

Afinal shaft 71 mounted with the final gear 67 is a hollow
shaft, into which one end of the drive shaft 42 is removably
fitted. The gear box 41 is filled with lubricating oil in which
the gear train is dipped.

As will be apparent from FIG. 6, a starter driven gear 73
is supported, at a portion near the ACG 61, by the crank shaft
60 of the engine 25 through a one-way clutch 72. The
movement of the starter driven gear 73 in the thrust direction
is restricted by a gear presser plate 74.

Abalancer drive gear 76 fastened by a nut 75 is provided
on the crank shaft 60, which is meshed with a balancer
driven gear 77 for rotating a balancer shaft 78 is disposed in
parallel to the crank shaft 60.

A pump drive gear 80 is mounted on one end of the
balancer shaft 78 with a bolt 79, and a balancer weight 81
is integrally provided on the other end of the balancer shaft
78. Two intermediate portions of the balancer shaft 78 near
the balancer driven gear 77 and the balancer weight 81 are
rotatably supported on the crank case 27 by bearings 82 and
83. A seal 84 is provided outside the bearing 83 on the
balancer weight 81 side.

A balancer chamber 85 for containing the balancer shaft
78 is partitioned, by a journal wall 87, from a crank chamber
86 for containing a crank weight 60a. The balancer driven
gear 77 and the balancer weight 81 are disposed outside the
crank chamber 86. The balancer chamber 85 is filled with
lubricating oil in the crank case 27 and thereby the bearings
82 and 83 are dipped in the oil. The balancer chamber 85 is
sealed from the exterior with a seal 84.

The crank shaft 60 is rotatably supported, at a portion near
the crank weight 60a, on a journal wall 87 by a bearing 88,
and the outside of the crank chamber 86 is sealed with seals
894 and 89b.

As will be apparent from FIG. 7, the input shaft 68 of the
gear box 41 is rotatably supported by bearings 90 and 91,
and the extension of the input shaft 68 extending from the
gear box 41 on the driven pulley 64 side is provided with a
seal 92.

The idle shaft 69 is, similarly, rotatably supported by
bearings 93 and 94, and the extension of the idle shaft 69
extending from the gear box 41 on the brake disk 70 side is
provided with a seal 95. A spline groove 97 is formed in an
outer peripheral portion of the extension portion 96. A boss
98 to be fitted around the outer periphery of the extension
portion 96 is provided at a central portion of the brake disk
70. A spline groove 99 is formed in an inner peripheral
surface of the boss 98, and is engaged with the spline groove
97, whereby the boss 98 is movable in the axial direction.

The final shaft 71 is, similarly, rotatably supported by
bearings 100 and 101. The final shaft 71 is a hollow shaft
with one end 102 being opened on a side surface of the gear
box 41. A seal 103 is provided around the one end 102. A
spline groove 104 is formed in an inner surface of the one
end 102 in such a manner so as to extend inwardly from the
open end side.

One end 105 of the drive shaft 42 is fitted on the one end
102 side. A spline groove 106 formed in an outer peripheral
portion of the one end 105 is engaged with the spline groove
104, allowing the final shaft 71 to be rotated integrally with
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the drive shaft 42. A cap 108 is fitted in the other end 107
of the final shaft 71 to seal the hollow final shaft 71.

As will be apparent from FIG. 8, both end portions of the
drive shaft 42 pass through and are supported by bearing
supporting portions 110 provided at front end portions of the
right and left rear arms 44. The other end opposite to the one
end 105 forms a small diameter portion 111 which is
rotatably supported by a bearing 112 supported by the pivot
plate 22. A leading end of the small diameter portion 111
forms a projecting threaded portion 113 which is fastened to
the bearing 112 by a nut 114.

An outer periphery of the intermediate portion of the drive
shaft 42 is formed into a hexagonal portion 115 to be
engaged with hexagonal holes formed in centers of the boss
portions 116 of the drive wheels 42a, whereby the drive
wheels 42a are rotatable integrally with the drive shaft 42.

Next, the engine supporting structure will be more fully
described with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5. As will be
apparent from these figures, a ring bushing 130, which is one
example of the front side elastic mount 23, is fitted in a front
side body mounting portion 120 integrally projecting for-
ward from the front portion of the crank case 27. The ring
bushing 130 is a cylindrical member having a known
structure in which a rubber 133 is packed between metal
made inner and outer cylinders 131 and 132.

Arear side body mounting portion 140 integrally projects
rearwardly from the rear portion of the crank case 27. A
mount rubber 150, which is one example of the rear side
elastic mount 24, is fitted in the rear side body mounting
portion 140. The mount rubber 150 includes a metal collar
152 at an axial portion thereof and a cylindrical rubber 151
integrally provided around the metal collar 152. In addition,
corrugated grooves are formed in an outer peripheral surface
portion of the cylindrical rubber 151. The mount rubber 150
is fitted in a mounting hole 141 formed through the rear side
body mounting portion 140.

The front side elastic mount 23, represented by the ring
bush, is higher in hardness than the rear side elastic mount
24, represented by the mount rubber. Each mount is con-
nected to the body side with a mounting bolt (not shown)
through an inner cylinder 131 or a collar 152. It should be
noted that a ring bushing and a mount rubber which will be
described in another embodiment with reference to FIGS. 11
and 12 are substantially similar to the above ring bushing
and mount rubber shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 in terms of
structure, mounting structure to the body mounting portion
and the body side.

The function of this embodiment will be described below.
When vibration is applied from the driven pulley 64 side to
the engine 25, the front side body mounting portion 120,
which has the front side elastic mount 23 (ring bushing 130)
being higher in hardness than the rear side elastic mount 24,
allows the engine 25 to be turned around the front side body
mounting portion 120 along the rotational direction thereof,
and it also allows the engine 25 to be restricted in its
movement in the longitudinal direction of the body.

At the same time, the rear side elastic mount 24 (mount
rubber 150), which is softer than the front side elastic mount
23, is elastically deformed and thereby it allows the engine
25 to be moved in the radial direction of the rear side elastic
mount 24. Thus, the rear side elastic mount 24 absorbs
vibration of the engine. As a result, it is possible to reduce
the movement of the engine 25 due to vibration of the engine
as a whole, and hence to easily keep the center-to-center
distance between the drive pulley 62 and the driven pulley
64 at a nearly constant value.
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Further, since the mounting position at which the front
side body mounting portion 120 is mounted to the down tube
21 by the front side elastic mount 23 is located near the
extension of an action line connecting the centers of the
drive pulley 62 and the driven pulley 64 to each other (see
FIG. 5), the movement of the engine 25 due to the drive
reaction force can be further reduced.

Further, vibration of the engine 25 can be suppressed by
a simply design in which the hardness of the front side
elastic mount 23 is different from that of the rear side elastic
mount 24. As a result, vibration transmitted to accessories
can be reduced, to thereby enhance the durability and
improve the driving comfort. Also, the effect can be obtained
only by mounting the front side elastic mount 23 and the rear
side elastic mount 24 without any specific technique.

Further, by combination of the ring bushing 130 and the
mount rubber 150 which are structurally different from each
other in hardness as the elastic body, the hardness of the
front and rear mounts can be easily made different from each
other.

In this way, the main functions for suppressing vibration
of the engine can be differently distributed to the front and
rear mounting portions with a relatively simple structure, as
a result of which vibration of the entire engine can be
suppressed and thereby a change in distance between the
drive pulley and the driven pulley can be reduced.

Since vibration of the engine can be thus suppressed,
vibration transmitted to accessories can be also reduced, to
thereby enhance the durability and improve the riding com-
fort. Further, the functions can be simply distributed to the
front and rear elastic members without necessity of any
special high-level technique.

The change in hardness between the front and rear elastic
members is not limited to the combination of the different
structures of the front and rear elastic members, for example,
the combination of the ring bushing 130 and the mount
rubber 150 in this embodiment. The front and the rear elastic
members may be of the same structure, for example, the ring
bushing 130 or mount rubber 150, and the elastic constants
(that is, hardness) of the elastic materials such as rubber
forming both the elastic members of the front and rear
mounting portions may be made different from each other.

Next, another embodiment of the engine supporting struc-
ture will be described with reference to FIGS. 9 to 13. It
should be noted that parts common to those shown in the
previous embodiment are indicated by the common charac-
ters. FIGS. 9 and 10 are similar to FIGS. 4 and 5; FIG. 11
is a sectional view taken on line 11—11 of FIG. 12, showing
a rear side body mounting portion 120; FIG. 12 is a view
illustrated from a right side of the crank case 27, showing the
front side body mounting portion 120, with parts partially
omitted; and FIG. 13 is a schematic plan view showing an
arrangement relationship of a tension rod.

Referring to FIGS. 9 to 13, a main mount 122 is fitted in
a mounting hole 121 in the front side body mounting portion
120 in such a manner as to pass therethrough in the width
direction of the body. The main mount 122 is represented by
a mount rubber 150 having corrugated grooves at its outer
peripheral surface portion like the mount rubber in the
previous embodiment. In this embodiment, since the crank
case 27 is divided into right and left parts, a pair of right and
left parts of the mount rubber 150 are press-fitted in the
mounting hole 121 from both end sides, and end portions of
both collars 152 of the right and left parts of the mount
rubber 150 are connected to each other by means of a joint
collar 123.
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Right and left sides of the front side body mounting
portion 120 abut onto a boss 125 and a supporting plate 126
through elastic seats 124 respectively. The boss 125 is
provided at a lower end portion of the down-tube 21 (see
FIG. 2) extending downwardly from the left side main frame
20. The supporting plate 126 is mounted to a lower end
portion of the down-tube 21a extending downwardly from
the right side main frame substantially in parallel to the
down-tube 21, as shown in FIG. 12. The boss 125 and the
supporting plate 126 are fastened to both of the sides of the
front side body mounting portion 120 by a bolt 127 passing
therethrough and a nut 128.

The front side body mounting portion 120 has another
mounting hole 129 formed under the mounting hole 121. A
first mount 170 for a tension rod, which is one example of
the ring bushing 130, is fitted in the mounting hole 129. The
ring bushing 130 forming the first mount 170 has the same
structure as that described above, that is, a known damper in
which a rubber 133 is packed between inner and outer
cylinders 131 and 132. The ring bushing 130 is higher in
hardness than the mount rubber 150.

One-sided ends of a pair of connecting plates 160 abut
onto both sides of the first mount 170 for the tension rod and
are fastened to each other by means of a bolt 161 and a nut
162. The right and left connecting plates 160 extend for-
wardly in parallel to each other, and front end portions
thereof abut onto both ends of a second mount 171 for a
tension rod and are fastened to each other by means of a bolt
163 and a nut 164. The second mount 171 has another ring
bushing having the same structure as that of the ring bushing
130.

The second mount 171 for the tension rod has the same
structure as that of the ringing bushing 130, and is fitted and
welded to the extended end portion of the supporting plate
126. The right and left connecting plates 160 function as a
tension rod connecting the ring bushing 130 on the engine
side to the ring bushing 171 on the body side.

As shown in FIG. 13, the tension rod (160, 170, 171) is
located on the extension of the V-belt 63 of the V-belt type
transmission 40. The center line C of the tension rod is
positioned within a plane parallel to a rotational plane of the
V-belt 63, and the front side body mounting portion 120 and
first and second mounts 170 and 171 for the tension rod are
located near the extension of the action line connecting the
centers of the drive pulley 62 and the driven pulley 64 (see
FIG. 10).

The second mount 171 for the tension rod, first mount 170
for the tension rod, and the main mount 122 form an elastic
mount for the front side body mounting portion 120.

The rear side elastic mount 24 in the rear side body
mounting portion 140 is the same as that in the previous
embodiment, in which a mount rubber 150 is fitted in a
mounting hole 141 formed in the rear side body mounting
portion 140 just as shown in FIG. 11, and therefore, the
detailed explanation thereof is omitted.

The tension rod (160, 170, 171) is thus located near the
extension of the belt line of the V-belt 63, so that the engine
25 is allowed to be turnable around the connecting portion
between the first mount 170 and the front side body mount-
ing portion 120 and the connecting portion between the
second mount 171 and the supporting plate 126 and to be
restricted in the longitudinal direction. At the same time, the
rear side elastic mount 24 in the rear side body mounting
portion 140 is elastically deformed to mainly absorb the
movement of engine 25 in the radial direction. As a result,
vibration of the entire engine 25 can be absorbed by the rear
side elastic mount 24 and is not transmitted to the body side.
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Further, the twisting due to vibration of the engine 25 can
be restricted by the tension rod (160, 170, 171), and the main
mount 122 can be used commonly to the mount rubber 150
of the rear side elastic mount 24.

Next, a further embodiment of the engine supporting
structure will be described with reference to FIGS. 14(a) and
14(b). FIG. 14(a) is similar to FIG. 13, except that a front
side body mounting portion 120 has a supporting structure
which is turnable through a collar and a hanger shaft.

A rear side body mounting portion 140 has the same
structure as that shown in FIG. 13. That is, a rear side elastic
mount 24 is formed of a mount rubber 150, and is disposed
on the body of the engine 25 in the same layout as shown in
FIG. 2.

The front side body mounting portion 120 is disposed
between the right and left down-tubes 21. A cylindrical
hanger shaft 180 is inserted in a through-hole 121 formed in
the front side body mounting portion 120 in the width
direction of the body. Both ends of the hanger shaft 180 are
aligned with through-holes 181 formed in lower end por-
tions of the down-tubes 21. Then, a long-sized bolt 182 is
inserted in the through-hole 181 on one side, passing
through the hanger shaft 180, and projects from the through-
hole 181 on the other side. The projecting end portion of the
bolt 182 is secured with a nut 183. Thus, the front side body
mounting portion 120 is mounted to the body side.

Outer peripheral portions of both end portions of the
hanger shaft 180 are brought into sliding-contact with col-
lars 185 fitted in large-diameter holes 184 formed at both
ends of the through-hole 121, so that the front side body
mounting portion 120, that is, the engine 25 is turnable
around the engine hanger shaft 180.

Further, as illustrated in FIG. 14(b), since the right and left
end portions of the front side body mounting portion 120 are
separated from the right and left down-tubes 21 with slight
gaps 186 put therebetween, the engine 25 is easily turnable.
In addition, a radial gap 187 is formed between each collar
185 and the hanger shaft 180.

Accordingly, although the front side body mounting por-
tion 120, that is, the engine 25 is not elastically supported to
the body, it can be moved around the hanger shaft 180 in the
rotational direction because the rear side body mounting
portion 140 is mounted on the body side through the mount
rubber 150.

The engine 25 is thus moved only in the rotational
direction around the hanger shaft 180 and is restricted in the
longitudinal direction. At the same time, the rear side body
mounting portion 140 allows the engine 25 to be moved in
the radial direction with the mount rubber 150 being
deformed, to thereby absorb the vibrations of the engine.

Further, since the movement of the front portion of the
engine 25 is reduced, the sealing performance at a connec-
tion portion between the cylinder portion 26 and the exhaust
pipe 37 mounted at the front portion thereof (see FIG. 2) can
be kept desirable for a long period of time.

Additionally, since the mounting position of the hanger
shaft 180 is located near the extension of the action line A
connecting the centers of the drive pulley 62 and the driven
pulley 64 to each other (see FIG. 5), the movement of the
engine 25 due to the drive reaction force can be further
reduced.

It should be noted that the present invention is not limited
to the above embodiments, and many changes and variations
may be made without departing from the scope of the
present invention. For example, the mount in the front side
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body mounting portion 120 shown in FIG. 2 may be
replaced from the mount rubber 150 to the ring bushing 130,
and the tension rod may be replaced from the connecting
plate 160 shown in the previous embodiment to a connecting
round rod.
With respect to the front and rear body mounting portions
120 and 140, the front and rear side elastic mounts 23 and
24 may be not directly fitted to the crank case 27. For
example, these mounts may be disposed between the engine
25 and the vehicular body; mounting members may be
provided extending from these mounts to the body and the
engine; and the engine side mounting member may be
supported.
The invention being thus described, it will be obvious that
the same may be varied in many ways. Such variations are
not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit and scope
of the invention, and all such modifications as would be
obvious to one skilled in the art are intended to be included
within the scope of the following claims.
What is claimed is:
1. An engine supporting device for a vehicle having a pair
of main frames, with each main frame having a down tube
and a pivot plate, an engine arranged in an upright position
and a gear box containing a reduction gear train being
separately formed and separately supported on a vehicular
body, a drive pulley of a V-belt type transmission being
mounted on an output shaft of said engine, a driven pulley
of said V-belt type transmission being mounted on an input
shaft of said gear box; and a V-belt wound around said drive
pulley and said driven pulley, said engine supporting device
comprising:
front and rear mounting portions supported by the vehicu-
lar body, said front and rear mounting portions being
provided on a crank case of said engine on front and
rear sides of said drive pulley for positioning said drive
pulley between said mounting portions, said front and
rear mounting portions extending substantially parallel
to an axis of said drive pulley;
said front mounting portion is a supporting point around
which said engine is turned around a front mounting
shaft due to a drive reaction force of said V-belt type
transmission and the rear mounting portion is arranged
lower than said front mounting portion and below said
crankcase to move the engine in a radial direction
perpendicular to a rear mounting shaft for absorbing
vibration of said engine by deformation of an elastic
member which is provided to the rear mounting por-
tion;
wherein said front and rear mounting portions are
mounted on the vehicular body through front and rear
elastic members respectively, and one of said front and
rear elastic members is higher in hardness relative to
the hardness of the other of said front and rear elastic
members;
wherein said front mounting shaft pierces through said
front mounting portion and the pair of down pipes in a
perpendicular direction, and said rear mounting shaft
pierces through the rear mounting portion and the pair
of pivot plates in a perpendicular direction; and

wherein said V-belt operably connects said drive shaft of
said engine and said driven shaft of said gear train, said
gear train being mounted separately from the engine on
the vehicle body.

2. The engine supporting device according to claim 1,
wherein said front and rear mounting portions are mounted
on the vehicular body through front and rear elastic
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members, respectively, and at least one of said front and rear
elastic members is formed of a ring bushing.

3. The engine supporting device according to claim 1,
wherein said mounting portion functioning as a supporting
point around which said engine is turned is connected to the
vehicular body through a tension rod.

4. The engine supporting device according to claim 1,
wherein said mounting portion functioning as a point around
which said engine is turned is connected to the vehicular
body through said front mounting shaft and a collar or
bearing turnably supporting said front mounting shaft.

5. The engine supporting device according to claim 1,
wherein said front mounting portion includes a front elastic
member and the rear mounting portion includes a rear elastic
member wherein the front elastic member is constructed
from a harder material relative to the rear elastic member.

6. An engine supporting device mounted on a vehicle
body having a longitudinal direction and a transverse
direction, having a pair of main frames, with each main
frame having a down tube and a pivot plate, and having an
engine arranged in an upright position and a gear box
containing a reduction gear train being separately formed
and separately supported on the vehicular body, a drive
pulley of a V-belt type transmission being mounted on an
output shaft of said engine, a driven pulley of said V-belt
type transmission being mounted on an input shaft of said
gear box; and a V-belt wound around said drive pulley and
said driven pulley, said engine supporting device compris-
ing:

a first mounting shaft supported by the a pair of down
tubes and extending in the transverse direction of said
vehicular body;

a second mounting shaft supported by the a pair of pivot
plates and extending in the transverse direction of said
vehicular body;

said first mounting shaft being secured on a housing of an
engine on a front side;

said second mounting shaft being secured on a housing of
an engine at a position being displaced a predetermined
distance from said first mounting shaft with said drive
pulley being positioned between said first and second
mounting shafts, said first and second mounting shafts
extending substantially parallel to an axis of said drive
pulley;
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said first mounting shaft providing a supporting point
around which said engine is turned due to a drive
reaction force of said V-belt type transmission, said first
mounting shaft piercing said pair of down tubes; and
the second mounting shaft pierces said pair of pivot
plates and is arranged lower than said first mounting
shaft and below said crankcase to move the engine in
a radial direction for absorbing vibration of said engine
by deformation of said elastic member;

wherein said first and second mounting shafts are

mounted through first and second elastic members
respectively, and one of said first and second elastic
members is higher in hardness relative to the hardness
of the other of said first and second elastic members;
and

wherein said V-belt operably connects said drive shaft of

said engine to said driven pulley of said gear train, said
gear train being mounted separately from said engine
on the vehicle body.

7. The engine supporting device according to claim 6,
wherein said first and second mounting shafts are mounted
on the vehicular body through first and second elastic
members, respectively, and at least one of said first and
second elastic members is a ring bushing.

8. The engine supporting device according to claim 6,
wherein said mounting portion providing a supporting point
around which said engine is turned is connected to the
vehicular body through a tension rod.

9. The engine supporting device according to claim 6,
wherein said mounting portion providing a supporting point
around which said engine is turned is connected to the
vehicular body through said first mounting shaft and a collar
turnably supporting said first mounting shaft.

10. The engine supporting device according to claim 6,
wherein said mounting portion providing a supporting point
around which said engine is turned is connected to the
vehicular body through said first mounting shaft and a
bearing turnably supporting said first mounting shaft.

11. The engine supporting device according to claim 6,
wherein said first mounting shaft includes a first elastic
member and the second mounting shaft includes a second
elastic member wherein the first elastic member is con-
structed from a harder material relative to the second elastic
member.



